
1 John 1:3 “. . . Our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.”
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FEBRUARY 2011

established May 1991

1st IADC Oilfield Charity Shoot
benefitting the Oilfield Christian Fellowship and the Oil Patch Chaplains, 

Friday, March 11 at the American Shooting Centers in Houston
see page 2 for the Shooter and Sponsor Registration Form

(go to www.oilfieldchristianfellowship.com for more details)

13th Annual Prayer Breakfast
Tuesday, May 3 at Crowne Plaza Hotel  •  Houston, Texas

see page 4 for more information
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Bird’s Eye View

by John Bird
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Like Heaven?
— It must be Friday

In talking to our daughter months ago, I 
asked what it was like attending worship 
with other Christians in a predominately 

Muslim country.  She said, “It’s just like 
going to Heaven!” And in explaining, she 
said it was because there are so many 
countries represented with such a myriad 
of skin colors, different types of dress and 
so many dialects, but all with the same 
Savior, Jesus Christ!  

We finally got to witness this first hand 
when we spent the month of December 
with her family, some 8000 miles and 9 
times zones away from Houston.  And yes, 
the two services that we had the pleasure 
of attending were a blessing for us as well 
and truly a glimpse of those who will be 
in Heaven. Their group of 500 believers 
is spread into three services because of 
limited space in a rented villa, as they are 
not allowed to have a permanent church 
or a permanent paid pastor. Yet these few 
represent an astonishing 45 nations! When 
I looked out over these brothers and sisters 
in Christ, the song that we sang as kids was 
vividly brought to mind and I sang it to 
myself trying to remember all the words; 
“Red and yellow, black and white, they 
are precious in his site, Jesus loves the little 
children of the world..”  All I could think of 
was wow, what a precious blessing to be 
here with my family at this special time of 
the year and with this magnificent rainbow 
of worshippers.

What I am talking about
In one service a couple from Guam 

lit the advent candles, a black man from 
Kenya preached a wonderful message on 
what Christmas was all about and he was 
introduced by a man from Scotland. The 
sound man was from Canada, the piano 
player was from Nebraska and one of 
the singers was from French Quebec. A 
woman in a beautiful Sari and her radiating 
smile passes the offering plate. In a break 
between services people greet each other 
with smiles and small talk. Tea, coffee 
and sweets are served, my wife visits with 
a woman from India and our daughter is 
hugged by a teenaged Malaysian girl. We 
were introduced to people from countries 
we had literally never heard of. “Would you 
repeat that please?”

Church and Chili’s?
This particular country is extremely 

wealthy and progressive in many ways and 
becoming a place to be for all sorts of sports 
because of the forward thinking Emir.  So, 
along with this comes more westernized 
restaurants and business, too many to 
name but notably the largest Dairy Queen 
in the world, Appleby’s, and Chili’s. One 
would never know the difference accept for 
the Arabic names posted beside the English 
ones and all the foreign workers.

The youngest of our four grand children 
who just turned four, equates the mere 
mention of church to eating at Chili’s as 
the family often does after services; “Are 
we going to church and Chili’s?  Well, it’s 
cute to her grandparents anyway.  “..they 
are precious in his sight.”

Not far from where it all 
began

A very special night was camping in the 
desert beside the sea with my grandsons 
and their dad. With no ambient light, the 
heavens were a magnificent display of stars 
as I lay there basking in the grandeur of it 
all. How could anyone imagine that there 
was no God and merely put together 
by happenstance? How small I felt in the 
vastness around and above me.   

As the sun went down I photographed 
fishermen hauling 
in their nets, the 
scene bathed in 
a huge ball of 
orange. I couldn’t 
help but think of all 
the nomads who 
once fished and 
probably camped 
on the same spot, 
marveled upward 
and watched the 
sun go down 
looking westward 
to Saudi Arabia, 
just as I did that 
cool night. Was this 

the same type of night when the shepherds 
were told about the birth of Jesus? After all, 

as the crow flies I wasn’t that far away, I 
mused. 

On a side trip to Cairo and Luxor, 
the Bible really came alive as we visited 
the pyramids of Giza and places where 
pharaohs once ruled; a country where Jesus 
spent time as a child and Israelites followed 
Moses into the desert and Abraham lied 
about who his wife was. 

Most of these Bible stories were 
centered 14 miles south of Cairo  in a city 
called Memphis that was the first  capitol 
and once had a population of over a half 
million people. Today it is mostly covered 
with farm land, the four great palaces all 
gone and very few people live there.   

Here Abraham and Sarah and their 
nephew Lot came 4000 years ago. Here 
Joseph was sold as a slave and later ruled 
Egypt as prime minister. Here Moses was 
brought up by the Pharaohs daughter and 
it was here that Aaron demanded that the 
Pharaoh let the people go. And of course 
it was also here that the Egyptians suffered 
from the many plagues. 

Because the Egyptians believed in an 
afterlife and buried their dead, today there 
is evidence of a cemetery that was an 
incredible sixty miles long and two miles 
wide in the desert and away from the Nile 
floods. Archeologist estimate there were 
40 to 50 million remains of animals, men, 
women, children, and pharaohs; some 
just covered in sand, others in elaborate 
graves and well built mastabas and some in 
seventy pyramids.  Hosea talks of this burial 
site in chapter 9:6 where he writes, “Even 
if they escape from destruction, Egypt will 
gather them and Memphis will bury them.”  

Here is the cool thing though. Jesus is 
still alive today and lives in the hearts of 
millions around the world and He promises 
that we will be with Him in Heaven one day. 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in 
God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many rooms; if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I am going there to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be where I am. 
You know the way to the place where I am 
going.” John 14: 1-4
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Smile Corner 
A week without God

A week without God would be:  Sinday, Mournday, 
Tearsday, Wasteday, Thirstday, Fightday & Shatterday. 

Remember seven days WITHOUT GOD makes one 
WEAK!! 

  
Moses and the Red Sea 

A nine year was asked by his mother what he had 
learned in Sunday School.

 ‘Well, Mom, our teacher told us how God sent Moses 
behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the 
Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to the Red Sea, he 
had his army build a pontoon bridge, and all the people 
walked across safely. Then he radioed headquarters 
for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the 
bridge and all the Israelites were saved.’ 

‘Now, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught 
you?’ his mother asked. 

‘Well, no, Mom. But, if I told it the way the 
teacher did, you’d never believe it!’  
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Seen, More than 
Heard
Train a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is 
old he will not turn from it.  
Proverbs 22:6

Two Bible Stories

We all have heard the sayings; 
“show, don’t tell,” “Children 
catch more than they hear,” 

“a good example is worth more than 
a thousand words,” and “an apple 
doesn’t fall far from the tree.”  Never 
was this driven home more thoroughly 
than by my four year old grandson 
while visiting my parents’ farm.  After 
playing outside with him we were 
ready for a cold glass of water.  I got 
each of us a glass and we walked out 
onto the porch where the rest of the 
family was visiting.  I sat down on 
the steps and my grandson sat down 
beside me.  To see just how much 
he would catch, I leaned back, took 
a good long drink of water and then 
let out a sigh of refreshment.  Seeing 
this, my grandson leaned back, took a 
long drink of water and gave a sigh of 
refreshment as well.  The whole family 
watched with amusement as they saw 
the affects of modeling lived out right 
in front of them.  

As parents, our children and 
grandchildren are watching us to see 
how we respond to crisis, how we 
live out our faith, and how we treat 
those around us.   I was first amused 
by my grandson’s desire to be like his 
grandpa, and then it dawned on me 
the massive importance of the job 
God has given us.  We not only train 
up a child through verbal instruction, 
but in day to day character building 
contact.   During the formative years 
of childhood what are the important 
things a parent should want to teach?  
I think church attendance, tithing, the 
ten commandments, (or the two Jesus 
condensed them to) and living a spirit 
filled-joy filled life rank right up there 
at the top.  The responsibility speaks 
volumes about the command – “Do 
unto others as you would have them 
do unto you.”  If we want our children 
and grandchildren to live a joy filled, 
productive life as an adult, they have 
to see us live that same life in front of 
them.  No one is perfect, we will all 
lose it from time to time, but kids will 
see and learn how to handle those 
stress filled moments by our actions 
though those tough times.  Then, even 
though we may have done the best we 
could, things may go crazy when they 
hit the teen years. Then it is best to 
remember Romans 12:12 – Rejoice in 
your hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constantly in prayer.  Amen.

— Mike Chaffin

Mike,
Praise the Lord for your Work in the Patch.  It is a much needed ministry 

and the ministry of Jesus Christ saved my life.  I owe Jesus my life and the 
outreach I do on site is nothing compared with what Jesus did for me.  It 
is His Word that saves; and we are His messengers and apostles on the sites 
when the sites are overrun with sin.  The Light on the Hill if you will!

What I really need are downloadable outlines for Bible Study topics; we 
have a weight limit going to the island and electronic Bible Study coursework 
makes it so much easier to Share the Word.  I saw your book; do you have 
something electronic in the same manner?

Also, do you have Hard Hat stickers?  Most of our sites won’t allow pins 
because of the Foreign Object Damage to the equipment. I am more than 
willing to donate so please let me help with postage or the purchase.

These are two photos of our fellowship.  I am the white guy in the green 
tee shirt and red lanyard sitting down in the first photo.  The men of this 
group were fantastic and a wealth of knowledge!

Praise the Lord!!
Jim

Mike,
 I love what God has done through you His servant! He is the King of Kings 

and still He cares for and loves us all. My walk with the Lord started a long 
time ago, but what is a powerful moment in my mind is when my friend and 
I knelt and cried at the altar at Henderson Hills Wednesday night service years 
ago in Oklahoma City. A full choir unleashed Gods power that night. The 
preacher bridled his tongue and cut the sermon short then opened the altar 
for praise to God. The choir (who were all blessed with Downs syndrome) 
softly and uninhibited exclaimed the presence of our Lord. 

 As time went on I was on a location in East Texas, a Big roughneck came 
to me one night and stood in my face and said “You’re a Christian aint ya?” I 
knocked the lump out of my throat (as Daniel in the Den) and said “Yea, why 
do you ask?” As we conversed the next few minutes, we spoke as brothers, 
found an instant of peace that will last a lifetime and went back to work. 
What a compliment to see the work of God through His servants.

 I look forward to serving with you. Please forward me information on the 
next meeting here in Houston. 

Scott
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Is Anybody Paying Attention?
	 	 — does anyone care?

I mention in this month’s Bird’s Eye View about traveling to Egypt and visiting 
Luxor where Christians once hid from the Romans to worship. Not only did we 
see this in Luxor proper where the Pharaoh’s once ruled but also in the Valley 

of the Kings and Queens across the Nile from the city. This is an area where the 
more famous King Tut’s, (Tutankhamen – born 1341 BC), tomb was discovered   
and incredibly was still intact when found in the 1920’s. There are scores of other 
tombs, most having been ransacked by grave robbers during ancient Egyptian 
times.  We traversed steeply and deeply into the solid rock passageways to view 
four of them.    

Here as in Luxor, we saw signs that the early believers had hidden to worship, 
some of the colorful pagan reliefs on the wall presumably defaced by them because 
they portrayed other gods with wings and various animal bodies worshipped by 
the Egyptians. 

Tradition says that  around 46 AD, Mark began the now Coptic Christian Church 
in Egypt.  Coptic simply means Egyptian. However after the Islamic invasion of 
639 and progressing to the 20th century, most Egyptians became Muslim. (Some 
of the conversions coming from the fact that “Under sharia, non-Muslims are 
obligated to pay jizya taxes, (material proof of the non-Muslims’ acceptance of 
subjection to the state and its laws.), which contributed a significant proportion of 
income for the Islamic state and persuaded many Christians to convert to Islam.”)

The republic of Egypt recognized Islam as the state religion in 1980 and today 
out of 80 million Egyptians, 90% are Muslim, mostly Sunnis, and the rest are 
mostly Coptic Christians. 

In Luxor we had a private tour director and our own driver for our group of 
four adults and four children. Both of these men were Coptic Christians and we 
enjoyed their company as fellow believers.  I asked one of them, “So what is it 
like living in predominately Muslim country.”  He smiled and put up his fists and 
joked, “We fight a lot!” 

We laughed with them then, but on January the 1st, just five days after we 
got back to Houston, 21 of their fellow believers were killed and nearly one 
hundred were injured when a terrorist blew himself up in the midst of hundreds of 
worshippers as they left a church in Alexandria, Egypt just 400 miles from where 
we were. 

Further:  
-In October 68 Christians were killed in Bagdad. 
-On July the 11th in Pakistan, a group of believers met in their church to discuss 

the security problem. As they left, masked Islamic gunmen killed five of them 
including the pastor. It took 45 minutes for the police to arrive and another 45 
minutes for the first ambulance to arrive. 

- AP Report
“Taseer, 66, the governor of Punjab, the country’s most heavily populated 

province, was assassinated Tuesday by one of his police bodyguards after Taseer 
had campaigned to ease Pakistan’s blasphemy law. Religious groups threatened 
to kill others who questioned the blasphemy statute, which is designed to protect 
Islam and the Prophet Muhammad from “insult.”

- “As the accused killer arrived at court in Islamabad, Pakistan on Wednesday, 
Jan. 5, 2011,  more than 500 Muslim scholars praised the man suspected of 
killing a Pakistani governor because the politician opposed blasphemy laws that 
mandate death for those convicted of insulting Islam.”

I can go on but this is what I want to know. Where is the outrage from our 
government? Where is the outrage of the 2.5 million Muslims in the United States 
and the leaders of the nearly 2000 mosques found here? Where is the outrage of 
the news media? And finally and saddest of all, where is the outrage of Christians 
here in the United States including our pastors?  Where are the public prayer 
vigils? 

Lastly, do these two men whom we spent two days with ponder these same 
questions? 

Is anybody paying attention? Does anyone care?

Two Giant Crosses on 
the Sandridge Energy 
Building in Oklahoma 
City during Christmas

“You are the light of the world. 
A city on a hill cannot be hid-
den. Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven.” 
Matthew 5 14-16 

But I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men to 
myself.”  John  12:32

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God 
for the salvation of everyone who 
believes: first for the Jew, then for 
the Gentile.” Romans 1:16 

“If anyone is ashamed of me and 
my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, the Son of Man 
will be ashamed of him when he 
comes in his Father’s glory with 
the holy angels.” Mark 8:38
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For concerns or comments call John Bird:  Cell: 713-899-1675 
Home: 281-359-1258  •  email: jbirdocf@suddenlink.net

The Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Fort Worth 
Monday, February 14, 2011 - 11:30 AM to 12:45 PM 

Special Guest Speaker: David Breedlove with Crossfoot Energy - testimony
Where:  The Petroleum Club of Fort Worth 

Lunch:  $20.00 $25.00
Contact Scott Royal for details 

817-339-0831 817-332-7400 - sroyal@encoreacq.com  
scott.royal@richlandcorp.com –2nd Monday 

No Meeting  in March: Club repair

                                                       
The Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Houston

When: 11:45 am until 12:45 pm
Wednesday: February  2, 2011 

Guest Speaker: Russell Stewart - Testimony 
Place: Houston First Baptist Church, SW corner of I-10 and 610                                 

Web Site: www.OilfieldChristianFellowship.com  
E-Mail: jbirdocf@cebridge.net – Hm. 281 359 1258, 1st Wed. each month 

Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Dallas
When: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 - [3rd Tuesday of month]

11:45 am to 12:45 pm
Where: Brookhaven Country Club  •  Cost: Lunch $25 (no credit cards please)

Speaker: Rick Collins, Press on Missions, PressOnMissions.com “Press On Missions 
- “Reaching the Youth of the World”

For Reservations call Hoss Smith at 972.239.3666 or hsmith@knightoiltools.com
NOTE: reservations must be made by Friday prior to the Tuesday Meeting  

Oilfield Christian Fellowship  of  Pittsburgh Area 
SPEAKER: Tom Beddow,Coordinator

Oil Patch Chaplains
WHEN: February 9, 2011 - 11:30 AM, Lunch $15

WHERE: Tambellini Restaurant  •  413 Railroad Street  •  Bridgeville, Pennsylvania
Make Reservations with Jim Teague at JTeague@newtecheng.com  

Always the second Wednesday of Each Month

Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Lafayette
Note: Quarterly Meetings

When: 11:30 am to 1:00 pm – February 11
Where: 4021 Ambassador Caffery Pkwy Bldg A, Atrium

Speaker: TBA
Cost: $15 per person  •  For reservations call Greg Bruton @ 337-593-8700 

The Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Perryton, Texas 
When:  Tuesday, February 8th 2011

Time: 7 PM Dinner - $15
Where: Smoke House Restaurant – 210 SE 24th Street

 Special Guest Speaker: Stan Hudson – Testimony
For more information: Call, Mike Riley

806-228-8393 or Bill Skaggs (580)-334-5616
Always 2nd Tuesday of each month.

Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Oklahoma City
When: February 3rd, 2011 [first Thursday of each month]
6:30 PM -Twin Hills Country Club (NE 36th, E off I-35)

Speaker: TBA
Rick Johnson, 405-426-4310 (O), 405-313-9417 (C), rickjohnson@chaparralenergy.com 

Randy Patterson, 405-429-6318 (O), 405-443-5182 (C), randypatterson@cox.net
Visit: www.TurkeystotheRescue.org 

Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Tulsa
When: 11:30 AM until 12:45 PM

Wednesday – February 23,  [last Wed. of each month]
Special Guest: TBA

Where:  (Contact Jim for location and 
Information: Jim Schmidt at 918 810 7114  •  jim@armadillojim.com

The Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Denver
When: 12:00 am until 12:50 pm

Speaker: Andrea Pauline, the Executive Director of the Musana’s Children Home in 
Uganda, Africa

Date: Wednesday, February 23
Place: 1401 17th St., 11th Floor (Alamo Plaza Bldg – 17th & Market St.)

Cost: $15 lunch fee
Web Site: www.OilfieldChristianFellowship.com  

E-Mail: OCF-DenverChapter@pxd.com – 4th Wed. each month

The Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Corpus Christi
Wednesday, February 9th, 2011 [2nd Wed. each month]

 11:30 am to 1:00 pm
Where: First United Methodist Church

Shoreline Drive - Fellowship Hall
Guest Speaker:  TBA 

Cost: $15.00
Information: Contact Greg Garbe or Bo Waters

Website:  www.oilfieldchristianfellowship-cc.com
<http://www.oilfieldchristianfellowship-cc.com/> 

Email:   ocfcc@lighthouseexploration.com
Phone:    361-693-4001

The Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Tyler
When: Wednesday,  February 9, 2011 (2nd Wednesday of each month)

Where: Hollytree CC
Speaker: Wayne Brunt

                 Allis - Chalmers 
Time: 11:30 to 1 PM

Contact Caroline Powers at Caroline@blockt.com 
More information: 903.526.4680

The Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Fort St. John, B.C. 
7:00 PM Thursday February 24, 2011 (4th Thursday of each month)

Fellowship, Coffee, and Dessert at Whole Wheat & Honey Café (100th & 100th)
Speaker: A local FSJ oil patch person will share their walk with 

our Lord or speak about oil patch faith issues
Tickets available at the door $5.00 ea 

 Call Pieter Hoogenboom for more information
250.262.5747 or 250.827.3936 

The Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Grand Junction, Colorado 
Saturday, February 19, 2011 6 PM until 8 PM

Suggested donation for wonderful dinner: $10 family, $5 single
Where: Canyon Vineyard Church

736 24 ½ Road 
Speaker: TBA

Call Wayne Stewart 
970. 314.7628 - 3rd Saturday of each Month 

The Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Morgan City
When: Friday February 18, 2011 “Last Friday of the Month except this month”

Speaker: John Iman “The crash that change my life”
Where: Rig “Mr. Charlie” 

Time:  Noon
Cost: $15 cash or check only

Where: Hwy 90 in Morgan City and follow the signs! We’re located at 111 First 
Street -- on the North Side of Railroad Avenue, and the river side of the levee.

Call: RSVP with Greg Roussel: 985.397.2360 

The Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Wyoming
When:  Feb. 11th.
Where: 98 2nd. St.  

Evanston, Wy. 
Time:     6:30 PM

Speaker: TBA
Contact numbers are Brent Harris 307-871-1631 or 

 Stanley Jorensen 307-679-2350 or ocfwyoming@gmail.com

The Oilfield Christian Fellowship of Covington
When: Thursday February 17, 2011”always the third Thursday of the month”

Speaker: John Iman “The crash that change my life”
Where: Best Western North Park Inn 

Time: 11:30am-12:45pm 
Cost: $15.00 cash or check only

Where: 625 N Highway 190, Covington, Louisiana 70433-8961
Call: Please RSVP to Patsy Gedge at pgedge@saratogaresources.net
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